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The 1977 Tornado football
team, as described by Coach Earle
Brown, was "the best group we've
ever had." Coach Brown empha-
sized a total team effort and
guided the Tornadoes to a 9-1
record. The season was the most
successful since Clearwater fin-,
ished 10-0 in 1971.
Clearwater High School alumni
players received a portion of the
credit. During the summer, the
group repainted the stadium and
bought new jerseys, creating a
sense of pride in the football pro-
gram.
Although players have played
more than one position in the
past, Coach Brown enlarged the
idea this year. Eight players prac-
ticed on both offensive and defen-
sive squads because of a lack of
depth caused by double sessions.
Working players at two positions
also prepared the team in case of
injuries such as when starter
Peter Pray was lost for the season
with a knee injury.
Seven Tornadoes made the All-
Sun Country team for '77. Six
were offensive team members.
Ben Gresham, Al Thomas, Scott
Nicolas, Mark Wheless, Brett
Miller, and Keith Sowinski. Line-
backer Bruce Gentry was selected
for the defensive team in spite of
missing four games from a knee
injury.
(TOP) Jeff Davis lifts one through the uprights with
Ben Gresham holding. (RIGHT) Tornadoes move in
for the kill. (ABOVE) Gene Chizik hauls in a pass.
88 / VARSITY FOOTBALL